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While the religion of the Bible has long fascinated readers and scholars, the Israelite attitude toward death
remains clouded in mystery even though certain mortuary customs have been passed intact through the ages
into modern Judaism. The inherently conservative nature of burial practices and related beliefs explains why,
despite being vilified by kings, a Cult of the Dead survived for centuries among the common people. Rachel
Hallote's fascinating book examines the archaeological, literary, and artistic evidence for the burial practices
of biblical times, their antecedents and successors. Ms. Hallote traces Judaic attitudes toward the dead across
the centuries, as burial practices were transformed by the Jews encounter with Persia, Greece, and Rome, and
their evolution into the practices of modern Judaism and Christianity. She carries the story forward to the
present, with its complex interplay of religious, political, and social beliefs that characterize Western
attitudes toward death, burial, and afterlife. While Israelites and early Jews would regularly tamper with their
graves, pushing skeletons aside and collecting bones, such rituals are now regarded as desecration?proving
that even death can be politicized.
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From reader reviews:

Chad Foster:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Death, Burial, and
Afterlife in the Biblical World: How the Israelites and Their Neighbors Treated the Dead suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Death, Burial,
and Afterlife in the Biblical World: How the Israelites and Their Neighbors Treated the Deadis a single of
several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented
of the world within this book.

Michael Berry:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
book you have read will be Death, Burial, and Afterlife in the Biblical World: How the Israelites and Their
Neighbors Treated the Dead.

Joel Peterson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be Death, Burial, and Afterlife in the Biblical World: How the Israelites and Their
Neighbors Treated the Dead why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Benjamin Herrera:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. Death, Burial, and Afterlife in the Biblical World: How the Israelites and
Their Neighbors Treated the Dead can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short
free time problems.
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