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For most of the 19th and much of the 20th centuries, railroads dominated American transportation. They
transformed life and captured the imagination. Yet by 1907 railroads had also become the largest cause of
violent death in the country, that year claiming the lives of nearly twelve thousand passengers, workers, and
others. In Death Rode the Rails Mark Aldrich explores the evolution of railroad safety in the United States
by examining a variety of incidents: spectacular train wrecks, smaller accidents in shops and yards that
devastated the lives of workers and their families, and the deaths of thousands of women and children killed
while walking on or crossing the street-grade tracks.

The evolution of railroad safety, Aldrich argues, involved the interplay of market forces, science and
technology, and legal and public pressures. He considers the railroad as a system in its entirety: operational
realities, technical constraints, economic history, internal politics, and labor management. Aldrich shows that
economics initially encouraged American carriers to build and operate cheap and dangerous lines. Only over
time did the trade-off between safety and output?shaped by labor markets and public policy?motivate
carriers to develop technological improvements that enhanced both productivity and safety.

A fascinating account of one of America's most important industries and its dangers, Death Rode the Rails
will appeal to scholars of economics and the history of transportation, technology, labor, regulation, safety,
and business, as well as to railroad enthusiasts.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Ratcliff:

The experience that you get from Death Rode the Rails: American Railroad Accidents and Safety, 1828-
1965 is the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Death Rode the Rails: American
Railroad Accidents and Safety, 1828-1965 giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it
is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this kind of Death Rode the Rails: American Railroad Accidents and Safety, 1828-1965
instantly.

Colin Wegner:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Death
Rode the Rails: American Railroad Accidents and Safety, 1828-1965.

Jacqueline Morrison:

This Death Rode the Rails: American Railroad Accidents and Safety, 1828-1965 is great guide for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Death Rode the Rails: American Railroad Accidents and Safety, 1828-1965 in your hand like having
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Joy Becker:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication Death Rode the Rails: American Railroad Accidents and



Safety, 1828-1965 was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.
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