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In the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, the look and feel of cemeteries in the United States
changed dramatically, from utilitarian burial grounds to the serene parklike spaces that we know today. The
so-called park cemetery was innovative not only for its distinctive landscape architecture but also because its
staff designed, ran, and maintained the cemetery, which led to a very consistent appearance. By the mid-
1800s, the influence of park cemeteries began to spread from big cities on the East Coast to the Midwest-
eventually producing fifteen transitional examples in Grand Rapids, Michigan. In The Art of Memory:
Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan, Thomas R. Dilley details the history of Grand Rapids' park
cemeteries, finding that their development mimicked national trends and changing cultural beliefs about
honoring the dead.

Dilley begins by outlining the history and evolution of cemetery design from its earliest days to the present,
including information about key design elements and descriptions of important designers. He continues by
introducing readers to the fifteen historic cemeteries located in the city of Grand Rapids, detailing their
histories, formats, and developmental changes along with more than two hundred photos. The cemeteries are
divided between public and private properties, and are discussed chronologically, according to the dates of
their founding. Dilley also considers the artistic and architectural forms that appear in the Grand Rapids
cemeteries, including a thorough discussion of the religious and decorative symbols used on markers, the use
of sometimes florid epitaphs, and variations in the form, structure, and materials of cemetery markers of the
time. A brief section on the future of the cemetery and an extensive list of bibliographic sources and
suggestions for further reading round out this informative volume.

Readers with roots in Grand Rapids as well as those interested in social and cultural history will enjoy The
Art of Memory.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Bell:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The Art of
Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) suitable to you? The particular
book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Art of Memory: Historic
Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle)is the main of several books in which everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Scott Croft:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids,
Michigan (Painted Turtle) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

James Goldman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries
of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
question The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) as good book
not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its include,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Dwight Ivers:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan
(Painted Turtle). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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