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The Genetic Strand is the story of a writer's investigation, using DNA science, into the tale of his family's
origins. National Book Award winner Edward Ball has turned his probing gaze on the microcosm of the
human genome, and not just any human genome -- that of his slave-holding ancestors. What is the legacy of
such a family history, and can DNA say something about it?

In 2000, after a decade in New York City, Ball bought a house in Charleston, South Carolina, home to his
father's family for generations, and furnished it with heirloom pieces from his relatives. In one old desk he
was startled to discover a secret drawer, sealed perhaps since the Civil War, in which someone had hidden a
trove of family hair, with each lock of hair labeled and dated. The strange find propelled him to investigate:
what might DNA science reveal about the people -- Ball's family members, long dead -- to whom the hair
had belonged? Did the hair come from white relatives, as family tradition insisted? How can genetic tests
explain personal identity?

Part crime-scene investigation, part genealogical romp, The Genetic Strand is a personal odyssey into DNA
and family history. The story takes the reader into forensics labs where technicians screen remains, using
genetics breakthroughs like DNA fingerprinting, and into rooms where fathers nervously await paternity test
results. It also summons the writer¹s entertaining and idiosyncratic family, such as Ball¹s antebellum
predecessor, Aunt Betsy, who published nutty books on good Southern society; Kate Fuller, the enigmatic
ancestor who may have introduced African genes into the Ball family pool; and the author¹s first cousin
Catherine, very much alive, who donates a cheek swab from a mouth more attuned to sweet iced tea than
DNA sampling.

Writing gracefully but pacing his story like an old-fashioned whodunit, Edward Ball tracks genes shared
across generations, adding suspense and personal meaning to what the scientists and Nobel laureates tell us.
A beguiling DNA tale, The Genetic Strand reaches toward a new form of writing the genetic memoir.
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From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Genetic Strand: Exploring a Family History Through DNA.

Scott Roche:

Here thing why this The Genetic Strand: Exploring a Family History Through DNA are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Genetic Strand: Exploring a Family History
Through DNA giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no reserve that similar with The Genetic Strand: Exploring a Family History Through DNA. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe
the form of The Genetic Strand: Exploring a Family History Through DNA in e-book can be your alternate.

John Smithers:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline The Genetic
Strand: Exploring a Family History Through DNA suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Genetic Strand: Exploring a Family History
Through DNAis one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
understand the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Lamar Carr:

The book untitled The Genetic Strand: Exploring a Family History Through DNA contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
written by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along



with order it. Have a nice read.
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