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The celebrity is an ambiguous figure in contemporary culture. Simultaneously celebrated and denigrated,
stars represent not only the embodiment of success, but also the ultimate construction of false value. They
are a peculiar form of public subjectivity that negotiates the tension between a democratic culture of access
and a consumer capitalist culture of excess. Celebrity and Power examines this dynamic, questioning the
cultural forces behind our need to become endlessly embroiled with the construction and collapse of
celebrities.Through detailed analysis of figures from Tom Cruise to Oprah Winfrey to the commercial pop
music sensation New Kids on the Block, author and cultural critic P. David Marshall investigates the general
public’s desire to associate with celebrity. He examines various kinds of stars, questioning the needs each
type fulfills in our lives and relating these needs to particular entertainment media. Marshall asks why
enigmatic, distant stars populate the silver screen while television constructs approachable “everyman”
figures and popular music features audience-identified celebrity personalities. He looks at the significance of
stars who amass cultlike followings as well as those who appear to prompt outright rejection.Celebrity and
Power identifies the forces that have enveloped the development of democratic culture and their partial
resolution through a redefined public sphere populated by celebrities. Marshall argues that the new concern
with the masses that characterizes modern capitalism promotes figures who can be seen as part of the crowd
but who are articulated as individuals. As such, they provide a model of self-differentiation that furthers an
economy in which product consumption is thought to bestow individualism and personality.Bridging the
fields of media studies, film studies, communications, and popular culture, Marshall’s volume is a unique
resource for students and researchers in all of these disciplines as well as for the general reader.P. David
Marshall is director of the Media and Cultural Studies Centre in the Department of English, University of
Queensland in Australia.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

The book Celebrity And Power: Fame and Contemporary Culture can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Celebrity And Power:
Fame and Contemporary Culture? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in
which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Celebrity And Power: Fame and Contemporary Culture has simple shape but the truth is know:
it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Chris Henderson:

Celebrity And Power: Fame and Contemporary Culture can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Celebrity And Power: Fame
and Contemporary Culture however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

John Morris:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Celebrity And Power: Fame and
Contemporary Culture which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Louise O\'Neill:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the
book Celebrity And Power: Fame and Contemporary Culture we can consider more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Celebrity
And Power: Fame and Contemporary Culture. You can more desirable than now.
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