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Outcomes of legislative elections are typically reported in terms of party support: how many votes and seats
were obtained by each party? But in fact voters are faced with three choices which must be folded into one.
They must decide which party they prefer, but in so doing they must take account of the policies advocated
by these parties and the leaders who will eventually have to enact them.

This simple fact raises question about the relative weight of these considerations, and espeically the
importance granted to the leaders. This issue has been largely neglected in the vast literature on voting
behaviour.The dominant traditions in the study of voting behaviour focus on political parties and party
identification; and on political issues and ideology, respectively.

This volume uses election surveys over the past 50 years to systematically assesses the impact of political
leaders on voting decisions in nine democracies (Australia, Britain, Canada, Germany, the Netherlands,
Norway, Spain, Sweden, and the United States). It analyses issues such as the changes in political
communication (particularly the rise of televized politics), and the relative importance accorded to political
leaders in different types of political systems. It demonstrates how electoral systems and other political
institutions have a discernible effect on the importance voters accord to actual political leaders. Contrary to
popular wisdom, Political Leaders and Democratic Elections shows how unimportant the characteristics of
political leaders, parties, and indeed the voters themselves actually are on voting patterns. The volume shows
that voters tend to let themselves be guided by the leaders they like rather than being pushed away from
those they dislike.

Comparative Politics is a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political science that deals with
contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are characterised by a stress on
comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series is published in association with the
European Consortium for Political Research. For more information visit: www.ecprnet.eu. The Comparative
Politics series is edited by Professor David M. Farrell, School of Politics and International Relations,
University College Dublin, Kenneth Carty, Professor of Political Science, University of British Columbia,
and Professor Dirk Berg-Schlosser, Institute of Political Science, Philipps University, Marburg.
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From reader reviews:

Agustin Thornsberry:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Political Leaders and Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics).
Try to make the book Political Leaders and Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics) as your pal. It
means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

Manuel Britton:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Political Leaders and
Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics). All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look
for the internet methods or other social media.

Colleen Harman:

Here thing why this kind of Political Leaders and Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics) are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Political Leaders and Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics)
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
publication that similar with Political Leaders and Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics). It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Political
Leaders and Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics) in e-book can be your alternate.

Martin Williams:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Political Leaders and
Democratic Elections (Comparative Politics) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.
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