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Seemingly the simplest of stories—a passing anecdote of village life— Rock Crystal opens up into a tale of
almost unendurable suspense. This jewel-like novella by the writer that Thomas Mann praised as "one of the
most extraordinary, the most enigmatic, the most secretly daring and the most strangely gripping narrators in
world literature" is among the most unusual, moving, and memorable of Christmas stories. Two
children—Conrad and his little sister, Sanna—set out from their village high up in the Alps to visit their
grandparents in the neighboring valley. It is the day before Christmas but the weather is mild, though of
course night falls early in December and the children are warned not to linger. The grandparents welcome
the children with presents and pack them off with kisses. Then snow begins to fall, ever more thickly and
steadily. Undaunted, the children press on, only to take a wrong turn. The snow rises higher and higher, time
passes: it is deep night when the sky clears and Conrad and Sanna discover themselves out on a glacier,
terrifying and beautiful, the heart of the void. Adalbert Stifter's rapt and enigmatic tale, beautifully translated
by Elizabeth Mayer and Marianne Moore, explores what can be found between Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day—or on any night of the year.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Israel:

With other case, little persons like to read book Rock Crystal (New York Review Books Classics). You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Rock
Crystal (New York Review Books Classics). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that.
In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Virginia Gauvin:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Rock Crystal (New York
Review Books Classics) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Leonard Vega:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a book. The book Rock Crystal (New York Review Books Classics) it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Brian Register:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Rock Crystal (New York
Review Books Classics).
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