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Written down for the first time in the indigenous Sakha language of Yakutia ( Sakha Republic, northeastern
Siberia) in the early 1930s by the politician, poet and story-teller Platon A. Oyunsky (1893 - 1939), this first
English translation was initiated by the Institute of Foreign Philology and Regional Studies of the North-
Eastern Federal University, Yakutsk, in 2007, following the UNESCO proclamation in 2005 that the
Olonkho was to be honoured as a Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity. Olonkho is
the general name for the entire Yakut heroic epic that consists of many long legends - one of the longest
being 'Nurgun Botur the Swift' consisting of some 36,000 lines of verse. Like Homer's Iliad and Odyssey, the
Finnish Kalevala, the Buryat Geser, and the Kirghiz Manas, the Yakut Olonkho is an epic of a very ancient
origin dating back to the period - possibly as early as the eighth or ninth centuries - when the ancestors of the
present-day Yakut peoples lived on their former homeland and closely communicated with the Turkic and
Mongolian peoples living in the Altay and Sayan regions. The Sakha language in which the Olonkho is
written (over the previous centuries it was only ever spoken or sung) is one that is enriched by symbols and
fantastic images, parallel and complex constructions, traditional poetical forms, figurative expressions and
alliteration. As with all Olonkho stories the hero - in this story Nurgun Botur the Swift - and his tribe are
heaven-born, hence his people are referred to as 'Aiyy kin' (the deity's relatives). Naturally, too, on account
of his vital role (in saving his people from destruction and oblivion by evil, many-legged, fire-breathing,
one-armed, one legged Cyclops-type monsters - the Devil's relatives representing all possible sins), he is
depicted not only as strong, but also a handsome, remarkably athletic and incredibly brave and well-built
man 'as swift as an arrow', but also with an uncontrollable temper when required. Despite the many and
complex linguistic challenges facing the translation team, this rendering of the Olonkho in the English
language will surely be welcomed by both Western scholarship and the English-speaking world in general,
providing as it does a remarkable insight into both an ancient peoples and a little known culture boasting an
evocative oral tradition of remarkable richness and colour that would otherwise have been lost to mankind.
Readers will be interested to know that in addition to being an outstanding poet, Platon Alexeyevich
Oyunsky (2013 marks the 120th anniversary of his birth) was both the founder of the Sakha literary form of
the language and one of the founders of the Yakut Autonomous Republic.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Siegel:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know which you should start with. This Olonkho: Nurgun Botur the Swift is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Trevor Cianciolo:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Olonkho: Nurgun Botur the Swift
book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Kelly Thompson:

The book Olonkho: Nurgun Botur the Swift will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you.
The book Olonkho: Nurgun Botur the Swift is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Patricia Miller:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. From the book Olonkho: Nurgun Botur the Swift we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Olonkho: Nurgun Botur the Swift.
You can more attractive than now.
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