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When Confederate forces fired on Fort Sumter in April 1861, thousands of patriotic southerners rushed to
enlist for the Confederate cause. Samuel Langhorne Clemens, who grew up in the border state of Missouri in
a slave-holding family, was among them. Clemens, who later achieved fame as the writer Mark Twain,
served as second lieutenant in a Confederate militia, but only for two weeks, leading many to describe his
loyalty to the Confederate cause as halfhearted at best. After all, Mark Twain's novel The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn (1885) and his numerous speeches celebrating Abraham Lincoln, with their trenchant call
for racial justice, inspired his crowning as "the Lincoln of our Literature."

In The Reconstruction of Mark Twain, Joe B. Fulton challenges these long-held assumptions about Twain's
advocacy of the Union cause, arguing that Clemens traveled a long and arduous path, moving from pro-
slavery, secession, and the Confederacy to pro-union, and racially enlightened. Scattered and long-neglected
texts written by Clemens before, during, and immediately after the Civil War, Fulton shows, tout pro-
southern sentiments critical of abolitionists, free blacks, and the North for failing to enforce the Fugitive
Slave Act. These obscure works reveal the dynamic process that reconstructed Twain in parallel with and
response to events on American battlefields and in American politics.

Beginning with Clemens's youth in Missouri, Fulton tracks the writer's transformation through the turbulent
Civil War years as a southern-leaning reporter in Nevada and San Francisco to his raucous burlesques
written while he worked as a Washington correspondent during the impeachment crises of 1867--1868.
Fulton concludes with the writer's emergence as the country's satirist-in-chief in the postwar era. By
explaining the relationship between the author's early pro-southern writings and his later stance as a
champion for racial justice throughout the world, Fulton provides a new perspective on Twain's views and on
his deep involvement with Civil War politics.

A deft blend of biography, history, and literary studies, The Reconstruction of Mark Twain offers a bold new
assessment of the work of one of America's most celebrated writers.
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From reader reviews:

Jolie Browne:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Reconstruction of
Mark Twain: How a Confederate Bushwhacker Became the Lincoln of Our Literature (Conflicting Worlds:
New Dimensions of the American Civil War). All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look
for the internet methods or other social media.

Dawn Spigner:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Reconstruction of Mark
Twain: How a Confederate Bushwhacker Became the Lincoln of Our Literature (Conflicting Worlds: New
Dimensions of the American Civil War) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Richard Byrnes:

Beside this specific The Reconstruction of Mark Twain: How a Confederate Bushwhacker Became the
Lincoln of Our Literature (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) in your phone,
it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Reconstruction of Mark Twain: How a Confederate
Bushwhacker Became the Lincoln of Our Literature (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American
Civil War) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you
seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Ronald Meyers:

You can obtain this The Reconstruction of Mark Twain: How a Confederate Bushwhacker Became the
Lincoln of Our Literature (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on



your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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