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Quoting King Solomon’s famous prayer to God at the Temple in Jerusalem, “Behold, the heaven of heavens
cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have builded,” Alicia Suskin Ostriker posits a God who
cannot be contained by dogma and doctrine.  Troubled by the way the Bible has become identified in our
culture with a monolithic authoritarianism, Ostriker focuses instead on the extraordinary variability of
Biblical writing.

For the Love of God is a provocative and inspiring re-interpretation of six essential Biblical texts: The Song
of Songs, the Book of Ruth, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, Jonah, and Job.  In prose that is personal and probing,
analytically acute and compellingly readable, Ostriker sees these writings as “counter-texts,” deviating from
convention yet deepening and enriching the Bible, our images of God, and our own potential spiritual lives.
Attempting to understand “some of the wildest, strangest, most splendid writing in Western tradition,” she
shows how the Bible embraces sexuality and skepticism, boundary crossing and challenges to authority, how
it illuminates the human psyche and mirrors our own violent times, and how it asks us to make difficult
choices in the quest for justice.  

For better or worse, our society is wedded to the Bible.  But according to Talmud, “There is always another
interpretation.” Ostriker demonstrates that the Bible, unlike its reputation, offers a plenitude of surprises.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hartsell:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled For the Love of God: The Bible as an Open Book your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get prior to. The For the Love of God: The Bible as an Open Book giving you one more
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Robert McCauley:

Beside that For the Love of God: The Bible as an Open Book in your phone, it could give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have For the Love of God: The Bible as an Open Book because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition
to read it from now!

Thomas Crittenden:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list is actually For the Love of God: The Bible as an Open Book. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Terry Speller:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this For the Love of God: The Bible as an Open Book can make you
experience more interested to read.
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