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Most studies of ancient Greek politics focus on formal institutions such as the political assembly and the law
courts, and overlook the role that informal social practices played in the regulation of the political order. Sara
Forsdyke argues, by contrast, that various forms of popular culture in ancient Greece--including festival
revelry, oral storytelling, and popular forms of justice--were a vital medium for political expression and
played an important role in the negotiation of relations between elites and masses, as well as masters and
slaves, in the Greek city-states. Although these forms of social life are only poorly attested in the sources,
Forsdyke suggests that Greek literature reveals traces of popular culture that can be further illuminated by
comparison with later historical periods. By looking beyond institutional contexts, moreover, Forsdyke
recovers the ways that groups that were excluded from the formal political sphere--especially women and
slaves--participated in the process by which society was ordered.

Forsdyke begins each chapter with an apparently marginal incident in Greek history--the worship of a dead
slave by masters on Chios, the naming of Sicyon's civic divisions after lowly animals such as pigs and asses,
and the riding of an adulteress on a donkey through the streets of Cyme--and shows how these episodes
demonstrate the significance of informal social practices and discourses in the regulation and reproduction of
the social order. The result is an original, fascinating, and enlightening new perspective on politics and
popular culture in ancient Greece.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Everman:

The book Slaves Tell Tales: And Other Episodes in the Politics of Popular Culture in Ancient Greece make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
studying a book Slaves Tell Tales: And Other Episodes in the Politics of Popular Culture in Ancient Greece
for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a book
Slaves Tell Tales: And Other Episodes in the Politics of Popular Culture in Ancient Greece. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

David Rivera:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Slaves Tell Tales: And Other Episodes in the Politics of Popular Culture
in Ancient Greece why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Walter Knight:

The book untitled Slaves Tell Tales: And Other Episodes in the Politics of Popular Culture in Ancient
Greece contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order
it. Have a nice read.

Martha Fincher:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
to you personally is Slaves Tell Tales: And Other Episodes in the Politics of Popular Culture in Ancient
Greece this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is



easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
why this book acceptable all of you.
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