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Scholars of international relations tend to prefer one model or another in explaining the foreign policy
behavior of governments. Steve Yetiv, however, advocates an approach that applies five familiar models:
rational actor, cognitive, domestic politics, groupthink, and bureaucratic politics.

Drawing on the widest set of primary sources and interviews with key actors to date, he applies each of these
models to the 1990-91 Persian Gulf crisis and to the U.S. decision to go to war with Iraq in 2003. Probing the
strengths and shortcomings of each model in explaining how and why the United States decided to proceed
with the Persian Gulf War, he shows that all models (with the exception of the government politics model)
contribute in some way to our understanding of the event. No one model provides the best explanation, but
when all five are used, a fuller and more complete understanding emerges.

In the case of the Gulf War, Yetiv demonstrates the limits of models that presume rational decision-making
as well as the crucial importance of using various perspectives. Drawing partly on the Gulf War case, he also
develops innovative theories about when groupthink can actually produce a positive outcome and about the
conditions under which government politics will likely be avoided. He shows that the best explanations for
government behavior ultimately integrate empirical insights yielded from both international and domestic
theory, which scholars have often seen as analytically separate. With its use of the Persian Gulf crisis as a
teachable case study and coverage of the more recent Iraq war, Explaining Foreign Policy will be of interest
to students and scholars of foreign policy, international relations, and related fields.
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From reader reviews:

William Jimenes:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S.
Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Marie Nitta:

This Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-
Making and the Persian Gulf War without we understand teach the one who reading through it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and
the Persian Gulf War can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-
Making and the Persian Gulf War having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Otis Key:

The reserve untitled Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War is the e-
book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and
the Persian Gulf War from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Armida Shipman:

The publication with title Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War
includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.
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