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This monograph explores the way that the profile and the critical functions of the holy fool have developed
in European cinema, allowing this traditional figure to capture the imagination of new generations in an age
of religious pluralism and secularization. Alina Birzache traces the cultural origins of the figure of the holy
fool across a variety of European traditions. In so doing, she examines the critical functions of the holy fool
as well as how filmmakers have used the figure to respond to and critique aspects of the modern world.
Using a comparative approach, this study for the first time offers a comprehensive explanation of the
enduring appeal of this protean and fascinating cinematic character. Birzache examines the trope of holy
foolishness in Soviet and post-Soviet cinema, French cinema, and Danish cinema, corresponding broadly to
and permitting analysis of the three main orientations in European Christianity: Orthodox, Catholic, and
Protestant. This study will be of keen interest to scholars of religion and film, European cinema, and
comparative religion.
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From reader reviews:

Natasha Rich:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Holy Fool in European Cinema (Routledge Studies in
Religion and Film).

Donnie Matthews:

In other case, little people like to read book The Holy Fool in European Cinema (Routledge Studies in
Religion and Film). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important the book The Holy Fool in European Cinema (Routledge Studies in Religion and
Film). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Lisa Lee:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Holy Fool in European Cinema (Routledge Studies in
Religion and Film) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Jesus Gates:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This e-book The Holy Fool in European Cinema (Routledge Studies in Religion and
Film) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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