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Transcendence and History is an analysis of what philosopher Eric Voegelin described as “the decisive
problem of philosophy”: the dilemma of the discovery of transcendent meaning and the impact of this
discovery on human self-understanding. The explicit recognition and symbolization of transcendent meaning
originally occurred in a few advanced civilizations worldwide during the first millennium ?.?.e. The world’s
major religious and wisdom traditions are built upon the recognition of transcendent meaning, and our own
cultural and linguistic heritage has long since absorbed the postcosmological division of reality into the two
dimensions of “transcendence” and “immanence.” But the last three centuries in the West have seen a
growing resistance to the idea of transcendent meaning; contemporary and “postmodern” interpretations of
the human situation—both popular and intellectual—indicate a widespread eclipse of confidence in the truth
of transcendence.
In Transcendence and History, Glenn Hughes contributes to the understanding of transcendent meaning and
the problems associated with it and assists in the philosophical recovery of the legitimacy of the notion of
transcendence. Depending primarily on the treatments of transcendence found in the writings of twentieth-
century philosophers Eric Voegelin and Bernard Lonergan, Hughes explores the historical discovery of
transcendent meaning and then examines what it indicates about the structure of history. Hughes’s main
focus, however, is on clarifying the problem of transcendence in relation to historical existence. Addressing
both layreaders and scholars, Hughes applies the insights and analyses of Voegelin and Lonergan to
considerable advantage.
Transcendence and History will be of particular value to those who have grappled with the notion of
transcendence in the study of philosophy, comparative religion, political theory, history, philosophical
anthropology, and art or poetry. By examining transcendent meaning as the key factor in the search for
ultimate meaning from ancient societies to the present, the book demonstrates how “the decisive problem of
philosophy” both illuminates and presents a vital challenge to contemporary intellectual discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Clark:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Transcendence and History: The Search for Ultimacy from Ancient
Societies to Postmodernity (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES) book is readable by you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Transcendence and History: The
Search for Ultimacy from Ancient Societies to Postmodernity (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES) content
conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Transcendence and History: The
Search for Ultimacy from Ancient Societies to Postmodernity (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES) is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Kristy Douglas:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Transcendence and History: The Search for Ultimacy
from Ancient Societies to Postmodernity (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES) as your daily resource
information.

Kevin Hardy:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually Transcendence and History: The Search for Ultimacy from Ancient
Societies to Postmodernity (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES). This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.

Ronnie Johnson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can



add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Transcendence and History: The Search for Ultimacy from Ancient Societies to
Postmodernity (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES) when you desired it?
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