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Five Four Whiskey: A Memory of War Robert Sweatmon
A Personal Reflection of a Frontline Soldier in Vietnam and Cambodia During the Cultural Maelstrom of the
1960s  

In late 1969, twenty-year-old Robert Sweatmon received a letter informing him that he had ten days to report
to the United States Army. Like thousands of others, he had been drafted. Assigned as a rifleman with a
mechanized unit, the author began a year-long odyssey in the Southeast Asian wilderness that would change
his and his fellow soldiers’ lives forever.

Taking its title from the nighttime radio code call and response between base camp and those on ambush
patrol, Five Four Whiskey: A Memory of War is a moving account of life as a combat soldier in the Vietnam
War. Set mostly in the sprawling woods and rubber plantations northwest of Saigon, the author explains
what his unit was asked to do and what obstacles they faced, including an elusive but deadly enemy, multiple
kinds of booby traps, and antitank mines. The author, a notable television personality following the war, does
not sensationalize his account; rather, his book allows a new generation to understand the emotional and
physical pressures of the times. Coming of age in the maelstrom of civil rights and the free love culture, the
author and his fellow soldiers saw their idealism quickly vaporize in the face of the grim realities of war.
Here they learned to compartmentalize their lives as a way to survive, but it was their strong bonds that
ultimately kept them from succumbing to the madness that surrounded them. Kept in the field for almost the
entire time of his tour, the author was in a unit selected to conduct a clandestine reconnaissance in Cambodia
and then lead the 1970 invasion, where he was wounded. Following his convalescence, he was sent to Nui
Ba Den, the fabled ghost mountain haunted by the spirit of a Vietnamese princess, until he received his
papers that he had completed his combat service. At that moment, his year-long mental wall between soldier
and civilian fell away as he counted the last terrifying hours before he was safely out of Vietnam. A tour-de-
force of military memoir, written in an objective and often literary prose, Five Four Whiskey perfectly
captures how ordinary civilian-soldiers survived an ordeal set in one of the most turbulent times in American
history.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

This Five Four Whiskey: A Memory of War usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Five Four Whiskey: A Memory of War can be one of
several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with
information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Five Four
Whiskey: A Memory of War giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Amy Sims:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them
is this Five Four Whiskey: A Memory of War.

Margo Soares:

The book with title Five Four Whiskey: A Memory of War posesses a lot of information that you can study
it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist
in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Henry Rodriguez:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Five Four Whiskey: A Memory of War it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.
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