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Transylvanian Saxons

The saga of a civilization in 4 parts: colonization, splendor, decline
and today’s touristic heritage

Underdeveloped country seeking investors – this was the slogan of Eastern Europe after the fall of
Communism. Like flowers competing for pollinators, its states outdid each other in advertising economic
privileges and legislative facilities to attract Western investors. The different governments which took turns
in the last 15 years in the Victoria Palace from Bucharest did not bothered to go beyond mere declarations of
good intentions; but, while TV channels broadcast their formal speeches, the exodus was underway for the
most enterprising part of the population, the only one related to the West: Transylvania’s German guests.

The Saxons: 800 years of history in Transylvania

800 years ago, like managers looking for personnel to recruit, the first Hungarian kings invited guests from
the West to develop the Transylvania they were gradually conquering. Although it lay at the edge of the
known world, the  Saxons let themselves be lured by this promised land, a natural fortress full of riches, with
the Carpathians for walls. They came, they worked, and they built in Transylvania a civilization which
reached its apogee in the sixteenth century. Pandora’s Box opened wide for the Saxons after the Second
World War, too. Less than 15.000 stayed in Romania. Most of them returned to the West, seeking the same
thing that had brought their ancestors here: prosperity. Their heritage, however, remains and calls us to
discover it.

The Rise and Fall of Saxon Transylvania is a concise journalistic of
the Saxon civilization, following its history through:

• The Colonization: The Promised Land. Like managers with vacancies in the organizational chart, the first
Hungarian kings invited guests from the West to develop a Transylvania that was in process of being
conquered.



• The Rise: Sibiu, Grand Square, no. 8. The Hecht House was the home of a great medieval merchant. Its
metamorphoses and the series of its owners shape the story of the rise of the Transylvanian Saxons.
• The Decline: Pandora's box. The star of the Saxons began to fade in the 18th century, when they failed to
obtain the 23rd validation of their privileges. In the era of nationalism, they dealt with a new kind of ruler –
the nation state – who was determined to assimilate them at any cost.
• The present: Romania’s German heritage. The majority of the Saxons returned to the West, seeking the
same thing that had brought their ancestors here: prosperity. Their heritage, however, remains and calls us to
discover it.

Dear Reader – stop here for a second, please!

You should know from the very beginning this is not an exhaustive, academic paper. Author Catalin Gruia is
a veteran journalist who has written and reported for the Romanian edition of National Geographic for over
10 years. What you’ll find here is a concise journalistic account of the Saxon civilization.

"For almost a year and a half, I traded in Bucharest for a little country house in Mures. During that time,
taking advantage of the trips in which I followed the Saxons’ traces for a National Geographic documentary,
I discovered in Transylvania a foreign country. And I fell in love with Siebenbürgen!"

* For behind the scenes information about Gruia's books -->https://www.facebook.com/ByCatalinGruia
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Carlton:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Rise and Fall of Saxon Transylvania (Romania
Explained To My Friends Abroad Book 2). Try to the actual book The Rise and Fall of Saxon Transylvania
(Romania Explained To My Friends Abroad Book 2) as your close friend. It means that it can to become
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Warren Johnson:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Rise and Fall of Saxon Transylvania (Romania
Explained To My Friends Abroad Book 2). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important any book The Rise and Fall of Saxon Transylvania (Romania
Explained To My Friends Abroad Book 2). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that.
In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize
it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

David Bergeron:

The book The Rise and Fall of Saxon Transylvania (Romania Explained To My Friends Abroad Book 2)
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make reading through a book The Rise and Fall of Saxon Transylvania (Romania
Explained To My Friends Abroad Book 2) to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
available and read a reserve The Rise and Fall of Saxon Transylvania (Romania Explained To My Friends
Abroad Book 2). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Maritza Berry:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can



spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book The Rise and Fall of Saxon Transylvania (Romania
Explained To My Friends Abroad Book 2) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.
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