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The target of intense critical comment when it was first published in 1927, Arrogant Beggar’s scathing
attack on charity-run boardinghouses remains one of Anzia Yezierska’s most devastating works of social
criticism. The novel follows the fortunes of its young Jewish narrator, Adele Lindner, as she leaves the
impoverished conditions of New York’s Lower East Side and tries to rise in the world. Portraying Adele’s
experiences at the Hellman Home for Working Girls, the first half of the novel exposes the “sickening farce”
of institutionalized charity while portraying the class tensions that divided affluent German American Jews
from more recently arrived Russian American Jews.
The second half of the novel takes Adele back to her ghetto origins as she explores an alternative model of
philanthropy by opening a restaurant that combines the communitarian ideals of Old World shtetl tradition
with the contingencies of New World capitalism. Within the context of this radical message, Yezierska
revisits the themes that have made her work famous, confronting complex questions of ethnic identity,
assimilation, and female self-realization.
Katherine Stubbs’s introduction provides a comprehensive and compelling historical, social, and literary
context for this extraordinary novel and discusses the critical reaction to its publication in light of
Yezierska’s biography and the once much-publicized and mythologized version of her life story. Unavailable
for over sixty years, Arrogant Beggar will be enjoyed by general readers of fiction and be of crucial
importance for feminist critics, students of ethnic literature. It will also prove an exciting and richly
rewarding text for students and scholars of Jewish studies, immigrant literature, women’s writing, American
history, and working-class fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Miller:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Arrogant Beggar will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this
open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have
you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Anita Jones:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Arrogant Beggar, you may enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Albert Jones:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find book that need more time to be examine. Arrogant Beggar can be your answer as it can be read by
anyone who have those short free time problems.

Kenneth Leishman:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Arrogant Beggar can be the solution, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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