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Eighteenth-Century Dissent and Cambridge Platonism traces the influence of the seventeenth-century
Cambridge Platonists on eighteenth-century radicalism, specifically on the ethics and philosophy of Richard
Price and Mary Wollstonecraft. The eighteenth century has been portrayed as an age of reason, defined as a
project of rationalisation, liberalism and increasing secularisation, leading inevitably to nihilism and the
collapse of modernity. The result isthat any coherent concept of an * Enlightenment Project’ hasto be
rejected. Richard Price has been accused of being the culmination of eighteenth-century rationalism, with an
intuitionist ethic that is thought to epitomise a modernistic world view. This book challenges this
interpretation by arguing for the influence of Cambridge Platonism on Price and, through Price’s influence,
on Mary Wollstonecraft. Such areading highlights the importance of teleology, deiformity and the divinity
of reason for both Price and Wollstonecraft, and it demonstrates that their philosophy and ethics are
profoundly theological. Price’ s philosophy of political liberty, and Wollstonecraft’ s feminism, both grounded
in a Platonic conception of freedom, are perfectionist and radical rather than liberal. This hasimportant
implications for understanding the political nature of eighteenth-century theology: they represent not so
much a shaking off of religion by secular rationality but a challenge to religious hegemony. By
distinguishing Price and Wollstonecraft from other forms of rationalism including deism and Socinianism,
this book takes issue with the popular division of eighteenth-century philosophy into rationalistic and
empirical strands and, through considering the influence of the Cambridge Platonists, draws attention to an
aternative philosophy of religion that lies between both empiricism and discursive inference.
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From reader reviews:
Patricia Nebeker:

The book Eighteenth-Century Dissent and Cambridge Platonism (Routledge Studies in the Philosophy of
Religion) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave avery
important thing like a book Eighteenth-Century Dissent and Cambridge Platonism (Routledge Studiesin the
Philosophy of Religion)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can
give many factsfor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
factsthat you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Eighteenth-
Century Dissent and Cambridge Platonism (Routledge Studies in the Philosophy of Religion) has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world
by start and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Gena Colgan:

This book untitled Eighteenth-Century Dissent and Cambridge Platonism (Routledge Studiesin the
Philosophy of Religion) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read
this publication you can get alot of benefit on it. Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer
or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So thereis no reason for your
reguirements to past this reserve from your list.

Mark McKinney:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire al their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book.
One of them is this Eighteenth-Century Dissent and Cambridge Platonism (Routledge Studiesin the
Philosophy of Religion).

William Hendlee:

Eighteenth-Century Dissent and Cambridge Platonism (Routledge Studies in the Philosophy of Religion) can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide
has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The article writer giving higher effort to place every word into delight
arrangement in writing Eighteenth-Century Dissent and Cambridge Platonism (Routledge Studiesin the



Philosophy of Religion) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn
you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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