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In the streets of Addis Ababa in 1977, shop-front posters illustrate Uncle Sam being strangled by an
Ethiopian revolutionary, parliamentary leaders are executed, student protesters are gunned down, and
Christian mission converts are targeted as imperialistic sympathizers. Into this world arrives sixteen-year-old
Tim Bascom, whose missionary parents have brought their family from a small town in Kansas straight into
Colonel Mengistu’s Marxist “Red Terror.” Here they plan to work alongside a tiny remnant of western
missionaries who trust that God will somehow keep them safe.

Running to the Fire focuses on the turbulent year the Bascom family experienced upon traveling into
revolutionary Ethiopia. The teenage Bascom finds a paradoxical exhilaration in living so close to constant
danger. At boarding school in Addis Ababa, where dorm parents demand morning devotions and forbid
dancing, Bascom bonds with other youth due to a shared sense of threat.  He falls in love for the first time,
but the young couple is soon separated by the politics that affect all their lives. Across the country,
missionaries are being held under house arrest while communist cadres seize their hospitals and schools. A
friend’s father is imprisoned as a suspected CIA agent; another is killed by raiding Somalis.

Throughout, the teenaged Bascom struggles with his faith and his role within the conflict as a white
American Christian missionary’s child. Reflecting back as an adult, he explores the historical, cultural, and
religious contexts that led to this conflict, even though in doing so he is forced to ask himself questions that
are easier left alone. Why, he wonders, did he find such strange fulfillment in being young and idealistic in
the middle of what was essentially a kind of holy war?
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From reader reviews:

Alberta Sanchez:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Running to the Fire: An American
Missionary Comes of Age in Revolutionary Ethiopia (Sightline Books) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Johnny Allen:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the publication untitled Running to the Fire: An American Missionary Comes of Age in
Revolutionary Ethiopia (Sightline Books) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Byron Angle:

Running to the Fire: An American Missionary Comes of Age in Revolutionary Ethiopia (Sightline Books)
can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this
reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put
every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Running to the Fire: An American Missionary Comes of
Age in Revolutionary Ethiopia (Sightline Books) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Vincenza Nagel:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Running to the Fire: An American Missionary
Comes of Age in Revolutionary Ethiopia (Sightline Books) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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