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Law and Order offers a valuable new study of the political and social history of the 1960s. It presents a
sophisticated account of how the issues of street crime and civil unrest enhanced the popularity of
conservatives, eroded the credibility of liberals, and transformed the landscape of American politics.
Ultimately, the legacy of law and order was a political world in which the grand ambitions of the Great
Society gave way to grim expectations.

In the mid-1960s, amid a pervasive sense that American society was coming apart at the seams, a new issue
known as law and order emerged at the forefront of national politics. First introduced by Barry Goldwater in
his ill-fated run for president in 1964, it eventually punished Lyndon Johnson and the Democrats and
propelled Richard Nixon and the Republicans to the White House in 1968. In this thought-provoking study,
Michael Flamm examines how conservatives successfully blamed liberals for the rapid rise in street crime
and then skillfully used law and order to link the understandable fears of white voters to growing unease
about changing moral values, the civil rights movement, urban disorder, and antiwar protests.

Flamm documents how conservatives constructed a persuasive message that argued that the civil rights
movement had contributed to racial unrest and the Great Society had rewarded rather than punished the
perpetrators of violence. The president should, conservatives also contended, promote respect for law and
order and contempt for those who violated it, regardless of cause. Liberals, Flamm argues, were by contrast
unable to craft a compelling message for anxious voters. Instead, liberals either ignored the crime crisis,
claimed that law and order was a racist ruse, or maintained that social programs would solve the "root
causes" of civil disorder, which by 1968 seemed increasingly unlikely and contributed to a loss of faith in the
ability of the government to do what it was above all sworn to do-protect personal security and private
property.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Gold:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Law and
Order: Street Crime, Civil Unrest, and the Crisis of Liberalism in the 1960s (Columbia Studies in
Contemporary American History).

Maritza Kress:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Law and Order: Street Crime,
Civil Unrest, and the Crisis of Liberalism in the 1960s (Columbia Studies in Contemporary American
History) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how
they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you can pick Law and Order: Street Crime, Civil Unrest, and the Crisis
of Liberalism in the 1960s (Columbia Studies in Contemporary American History) become your personal
starter.

John Flores:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Law and Order:
Street Crime, Civil Unrest, and the Crisis of Liberalism in the 1960s (Columbia Studies in Contemporary
American History) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Helen Hanson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,



except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Law and Order: Street Crime, Civil
Unrest, and the Crisis of Liberalism in the 1960s (Columbia Studies in Contemporary American History).
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