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Ordained ministry, says Willimon, is a gift of God to the church--but that doesn't mean that it is easy.
Always a difficult vocation, changes in society and the church in recent years have made the ordained life all
the more complex and challenging. Is the pastor primarily a preacher, a professional caregiver, an
administrator? Given the call of all Christians to be ministers to the world, what is the distinctive ministry of
the ordained? When does one's ministry take on the character of prophet, and when does it become that of
priest? What are the special ethical obligations and disciplines of the ordained? In this book, Willimon
explores these and other central questions about the vocation of ordained ministry.

He begins with a discussion of who pastors are, asking about the theological underpinnings of ordained
ministry, and then moves on to what pastors do, looking at the distinctive roles the pastor must fulfill. The
book also draws on great teachers of the Christian tradition to demonstrate that, while much about Christian
ministry has changed, its core concerns--preaching the word, the care of souls, the sacramental life of
congregations--remains the same.

Ordained ministry is a vocation to which we are called, not a profession that we choose. To answer that call
is to open oneself to heartache and sometimes hardship; yet, given the one who calls, it is to make oneself
available to deep and profound joy as well.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Farmer:

Here thing why that Pastor: The Theology and Practice of Ordained Ministry are different and reputable to
be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content
is as yummy as food or not. Pastor: The Theology and Practice of Ordained Ministry giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with
Pastor: The Theology and Practice of Ordained Ministry. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy
to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Pastor: The Theology and Practice of Ordained
Ministry in e-book can be your alternative.

Cecil Andrade:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be Pastor: The Theology and Practice of Ordained Ministry.

James Harris:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Pastor: The Theology
and Practice of Ordained Ministry which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

William McCoy:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Pastor: The Theology and Practice of
Ordained Ministry can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have point
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Pastor: The Theology and
Practice of Ordained Ministry.
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