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Has America been a place that has preserved and protected Jewish life? Isit a place in which a Jewish future
is ensured? Samuel Heilman, long-time observer of American Jewish life, grapples with these questions from
asaciologist’s perspective. He argues that the same conditions that have allowed Jewsto live in relative
security since the 1950s have a so presented them with a greater challenge than did the adversity and
upheaval of earlier years.

The second half of the twentieth century has been a time when American Jews have experienced a minimum
of prejudice and almost all domains of life have been accessible to them, but it has also been atime of
assimilation, of swelling rates of intermarriage, and of large numbersignoring their Jewishness completely.
Jews have no trouble building synagogues, but they have all sorts of trouble filling them. The quality of
Jewish education is perhaps higher than ever before, and the output of Jewish scholarship is overwhelming in
its scope and quality, but most American Jews receive a minimum of religious education and can neither
read nor comprehend the great corpus of Jewish literature in its Hebrew (or Aramaic) original. Thisisatime
in Americawhen there is no shamein being a Jew, and yet fewer American Jews seem to know what being a
Jew means.

How did this come to be? What does it portend for the Jewish future? This book endeavorsto answer these
guestions by examining data gleaned from numerous sociological surveys. Heilman first discusses the
decade of the fifties and the American Jewish quest for normalcy and mobility. He then details the
polarization of American Jewry into active and passive elements in the sixties and seventies. Finally he looks
at the eighties and nineties and the issues of Jewish survival and identity and the question of a Jewish future
in America. He also considers generational variation, residential and marital patterns, institutional
development (especially with regard to Jewish education), and Jewish political power and influence.

This book is part of a stocktaking that has been occurring among Jews as the century in which their residence
in Americawas firmly established comesto an end. Grounded in empirical detail, it provides a concise yet
analytic evaluation of the meaning of the many studies and surveys of the last four and a half decades.
Taking along view of American Jewry, it is one of very few books that build on specific sociological data
but get beyond its detail. All those who want to know what it means and has meant to be an American Jew
will find this volume of interest.
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From reader reviews:
Allison Price:

Book is usualy written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Portrait of American Jews: The Last
Half of the Twentieth Century (Samuel and Althea Stroum L ecturesin Jewish Studies) will make you to
aways be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Oliver Gerling:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or that for al peoplein the world,
what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire do
that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book Portrait of American Jews. The Last Half of
the Twentieth Century (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies). All type of book are you
able to see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Ricardo Hayward:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Portrait of American Jews: The
Last Half of the Twentieth Century (Samuel and Althea Stroum L ecturesin Jewish Studies) whichis
obtaining the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's find.

Carmen Pinto:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen reguire book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. Aswe
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring usto
around the world. With the book Portrait of American Jews: The Last Half of the Twentieth Century (Samuel
and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Portrait of American Jews: The Last Half
of the Twentieth Century (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies). Y ou can more appealing
than now.
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