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ABOUT THE BOOK

The Royal Society was founded in 1660 from a basis of more informal meetings of physicians, natural
philosophers, and other interested parties (there was no such thing as a"scientist” yet). It was influenced by
Francis Bacon's thinking about science and knowledge and inspired by the many discoveries that were
happening at the time. In a sense, the devel opment of the Royal Society was amirror of the development of
science itself.

2010 was the 350th anniversary of the founding of the Royal Society, and Seeing Further: The Story of
Science, Discovery, and the Genius of the Royal Society was published to commemorate that fact. Rather
than simply write a history of the institution, Bryson elected to edit a volume of essays displaying some of
the variety of interests so evident in the Royal Society itself. He selected twenty one writers, and not just
scientists, either. Though there are quite afew eminent scholars listed as authors, there are also novelists and
journalists. What they all share, though, besides the ability to turn a phrase, is an enthusiasm for science and
an appreciation for the achievements of the Society.

MEET THE AUTHOR

Nicole has been writing since she could make letters with a pencil, and has been making aliving at it for
more than ten years. She has gone back to school too many times, studying archaeology, folklore, writing
and visual art. She writes fiction under several pen names, and also does printmaking, book arts, and
photography. She's an avid amateur natural historian with a particular fascination for things that fly, whether
it's birds, bats or insects. And if it's possible to be both aluddite, with alove for the low-tech, and a
technophile, with afascination for everything new and shiny, Nicole is both. She reads too many books,
plays too many video games, and watches too much anime.

EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK

The Royal Society was founded in the spirit of finding things out. Though there was some focus on practical
application of knowledge, it was never certain - especially in the early days - exactly what would be useful,
and besides that, alot more was simply interesting. So rather than limit investigation to a set of topics
deemed more useful or more valuable, absolutely everything was fair game for exploration. This collection
of essays mirrors the interests of the Royal Society, both old and new. In the beginning, the members
collected avast range of different kinds of information, including anecdotes about events, and conducted an
assortment of experiments. In retrospect, many of them seem peculiarly useless, and it was this that Jonathan
Swift satirized (among other things) in Gulliver's Travels. But even some of those seemingly pointless
endeavours became useful later on.

One thing many of the essays have in common is a historical view of the Royal Society and the devel opment
of science, and many of them make good use of anecdotes about the experiments and writings of the



members over its 350-year history. Just as the development of our concepts about the size and make-up of
space changed the way we saw the universe over time, it also affected our metaphysical conceptions of
everything, including God and the Heavens. Similarly, the scientific method developed from its beginnings
in trying things out just to see what happens - like sending up a hot air balloon or inflating a dog with air -
into awhole way of learning and conveying information about our surroundings. And the avid collecting of
interesting specimens from all over the world developed into museums that both preserve specimens for later
study, and provide access to information to the interested public, regardless of their scholarly leanings.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

...and much more
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From reader reviews:
TaraWilson:

The book Quicklet on Bill Bryson's Seeing Further: The Story of Science, Discovery, and the Genius of the
Roya Society give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make studying a book Quicklet on Bill Bryson's Seeing Further: The Story of
Science, Discovery, and the Genius of the Royal Society for being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou can
know everything if you like open up and read a publication Quicklet on Bill Bryson's Seeing Further: The
Story of Science, Discovery, and the Genius of the Royal Society. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Deborah Beaudry:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you
alot of new facts. When you read areserve you will get new information simply because book is one of
many ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Quicklet on Bill Bryson's Seeing Further: The Story of Science, Discovery, and the
Genius of the Roya Society, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Y our
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Douglas Ander son:

People livein this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is definitely Quicklet on Bill Bryson's Seeing Further: The Story of Science, Discovery, and the Genius of
the Royal Society.

Donna Wright:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need

more time to be study. Quicklet on Bill Bryson's Seeing Further: The Story of Science, Discovery, and the



Genius of the Royal Society can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time
problems.
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