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Aspects of Orality and Formularity in Gregorian Chant is a milestone publication in the study of medieval
monophonic music. In its movement away from the concept of chants as products and toward the idea of
chants as processes, it will markedly change accepted ways of thinking about this musical form.

The essays are loosely connected through their bearing on one or more of three themes: the role of orality in
the transmission of chant circa 700-1400; varying degrees of stability or instability in the transmission of
chant; and the role of the formula in the construction of chant. Throughout, Karp uses 202 musical examples.

The first essay evaluates forms of evidence that may shed light on the nature of orality that led to the
surviving notational records of Gregorian chant and assembles evidence that supports the conclusion that
fidelity of transmission represented an important goal of the Franks. The second essay treats formulas that
cross the boundaries of individual liturgical genres and modes. The third essay defines the varying kinds of
musical formulas in chant and proposes a chronological ordering of the genre of second-mode tracts.

The fourth essay treats the transmission of a stable melody and explores the ways in which one basic melody
may be adapted to texts of widely differing structures and lengths. The fifth essay deals with a group of
unstable melodies that furnished difficulties in modal classification. The sixth essay explores the problems
faced by scribes seeking to represent in diastematic notation melodies employing tones not normally
admitted into the medieval gamut. The seventh essay takes up the role of the formula in introits, a neumatic
genre intended forchoral performance.

The two final essays look at second-mode tracts and at the interrelationship between Roman and Gregorian
chant.
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From reader reviews:

William Nix:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Aspects of Orality and Formularity in
Gregorian Chant will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

June Hargrove:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Aspects of
Orality and Formularity in Gregorian Chant is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Ollie Waymire:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be Aspects of Orality and Formularity in Gregorian Chant why because the
great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Mark Montague:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Aspects of Orality and Formularity in Gregorian Chant can be your answer mainly because
it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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