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Sophocles stands as one of the greatest dramatists of all time, influencing a vast array of artists and thinkers
over the centuries. Disturbing and unrelenting, his tragedies portray what Matthew Arnold referred to as 'the
turbid ebb and flow of human misery', allowing the audience to stand on the verge of the abyss and confront
the waste and disorder of human existence. The heroic myths reinterpreted in the plays locate them within a
world in which the extremes of human emotion in its darkest hours can be freely explored. It is, however, the
creativity of Sophocles' plays which prevents them from descending into unbridled chaos or despair. The
unflinching engagement with heartrending suffering reveals strengths held within the carefully crafted
poetry, lyricism, and movement. There is, as Taplin writes, 'no blinking, no evasion, no palliative. ... Out of
apparently meaningless suffering comes meaning and form.'

This original and distinctive verse translation of four of Sophocles' plays conveys the vitality of his poetry
and the vigour of the plays as performed showpieces, encouraging the reader to relish the sound of the
spoken verse and the potential for song within the lyrics. Each play is accompanied by an introduction and
substantial notes on points of fact and interpretation, drawing on the translator's many years of lecturing on
Sophocles at the University of Oxford.

Oedipus the King, often regarded as the archetypal tragedy, follows Oedipus, the 'man of sorrow', who has
unwittingly chosen to enact his prophesied course by murdering his father and marrying his mother.

Aias (or Ajax) tells the story of the warrior whose larger-than-life greatness brings him to harrowing
humiliation and then to honourable burial.

Philoctetes sees a once-noble hero, nursing his resentment during ten years in marooned isolation, eventually
restored to glory at Troy.

Oedipus at Colonus depicts the blind Oedipus towards the end of his life wandering as a beggar, but
rewarded finally with revenge and a sublime death.
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From reader reviews:

Roseann Flowers:

The book Sophocles: Four Tragedies: Oedipus the King, Aias, Philoctetes, Oedipus at Colonus gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book Sophocles: Four Tragedies: Oedipus the King, Aias, Philoctetes, Oedipus at Colonus
to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a publication
Sophocles: Four Tragedies: Oedipus the King, Aias, Philoctetes, Oedipus at Colonus. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Sharon Keller:

This Sophocles: Four Tragedies: Oedipus the King, Aias, Philoctetes, Oedipus at Colonus book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Sophocles: Four Tragedies: Oedipus the
King, Aias, Philoctetes, Oedipus at Colonus without we know teach the one who reading through it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Sophocles: Four Tragedies: Oedipus the King, Aias,
Philoctetes, Oedipus at Colonus can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Sophocles: Four
Tragedies: Oedipus the King, Aias, Philoctetes, Oedipus at Colonus having great arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Donald Fujita:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Sophocles: Four Tragedies: Oedipus the King, Aias,
Philoctetes, Oedipus at Colonus why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Christine Cote:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book Sophocles: Four Tragedies: Oedipus the King, Aias, Philoctetes, Oedipus at Colonus.
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and



make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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