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What should be the place of Shari‘a?Islamic religious law?in predominantly Muslim societies of the world?
In this ambitious and topical book, a Muslim scholar and human rights activist envisions a positive and
sustainable role for Shari‘a, based on a profound rethinking of the relationship between religion and the
secular state in all societies.

An-Na‘im argues that the coercive enforcement of Shari‘a by the state betrays the Qur’an’s insistence on
voluntary acceptance of Islam. Just as the state should be secure from the misuse of religious authority,
Shari‘a should be freed from the control of the state. State policies or legislation must be based on civic
reasons accessible to citizens of all religions. Showing that throughout the history of Islam, Islam and the
state have normally been separate, An-Na‘im maintains that ideas of human rights and citizenship are more
consistent with Islamic principles than with claims of a supposedly Islamic state to enforce Shari‘a. In fact,
he suggests, the very idea of an “Islamic state” is based on European ideas of state and law, and not Shari‘a
or the Islamic tradition.

Bold, pragmatic, and deeply rooted in Islamic history and theology, Islam and the Secular State offers a
workable future for the place of Shari‘a in Muslim societies.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Wood:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Islam and the Secular State:
Negotiating the Future of Shari`a guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty
Islam and the Secular State: Negotiating the Future of Shari`a as good book not merely by the cover but also
by content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Teresita Donahue:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be learn. Islam and the Secular State: Negotiating the Future of Shari`a can be your answer because it can
be read by you who have those short free time problems.

David Reed:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Islam and the Secular State:
Negotiating the Future of Shari`a which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
see.

Bonnie Howe:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve Islam and the Secular State: Negotiating the Future of Shari`a was
filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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