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Mel Tormé is one of the world's great jazz vocalists, a veteran of radio, movies, television, recordings, night
clubs, and concert halls. He is also a highly respected arranger and composer, the co-author of one of the
enduring seasonal classics, "The Christmas Song (Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire)." And were that not
enough, he is also an accomplished writer, having penned, among other books, a moving biography of his
close friend, drummer Buddy Rich, Traps, the Drum Wonder; and an unblinking portrait of Judy Garland late
in her career, The Other Side of the Rainbow. Now, in My Singing Teachers, Tormé sums up his vast
experience in a tour of American music that is spiced with insightful commentary, vivid anecdotes, and
Tormé's own take on the art of the song.
Here is a pantheon of popular music and jazz, a sweeping look at American song from the perspective of one
of its great practitioners. Louis Armstrong and Billie Holiday, Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire, Jerome Kern
and Johnny Mercer, Ethel Waters and Nat "King" Cole, and many many more--all in one way or another
helped Tormé shape his inimitable style. Tormé has drawn inspiration from virtually every corner of the
entertainment world, so the book has an enormous range--covering jazz, big band singers (such as Helen
Forrest or Bob Eberly), Hollywood musical singers (such as Judy Garland and Deanna Durbin), even
cowboy singers (Gene Autry and Roy Rogers, among others), not to mention lyricists, composers, and
arrangers. It brims with personal anecdotes and astute observations about the greats of American music, and
reveals how they have influenced his craft. For instance, Tormé recounts how, at age five, he first saw Bessie
Smith in a one-reeler "The St Louis Blues" and how she still influences his blues singing. He reveals how
playing at the Paramount with Ella Fitzgerald converted him from bobby-sox music to jazz. And most
surprisingly, he shows how listening to instrumentalists such as Ben Webster on tenor sax and Roy Eldridge
on trumpet shaped his scat singing--even more than listening to the great scat singers. Tormé also pays
homage to many lesser known figures, such as composer Harry Warren--whose songs include "I Only Have
Eyes for You," "The More I See You," "We're in the Money," and "Down Argentine Way"--and singer
Connee Boswell, who was an important model for Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, and Torme himself.
Perhaps most important, Tormé concludes with a chapter that captures his thoughts on singing, a section that
every singer will find invaluable.
American popular music has been graced with many talented men and women whose wit, intellect,
ingenuity, and craftsmanship have made this music immortal. My Music Teachers pays homage to these
remarkable people as it celebrates the glories of the American song. All fans of pop or jazz, and especially all
fans of Mel Tormé, will find this book a treasure.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Ford:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled My Singing Teachers. Try to make the book My Singing Teachers as
your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

Stephen Hilton:

Here thing why this kind of My Singing Teachers are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at
a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. My Singing Teachers giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no book that similar with My Singing Teachers. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of My Singing
Teachers in e-book can be your option.

Cathy Duran:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This My Singing Teachers book is readable by means of you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with My Singing
Teachers content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking My Singing Teachers is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Dana Barker:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take My Singing Teachers as your daily
resource information.
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