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Louisville native John Jacob Niles (1892–1980) is considered to be one of our nation's most influential
musicians. As a composer and balladeer, Niles drew inspiration from the deep well of traditional
Appalachian and African American folk songs. At the age of sixteen Niles wrote one of his most enduring
tunes, "Go 'Way from My Window," basing it on a song fragment from a black farm worker. This iconic
song has been performed by folk artists ever since and may even have inspired the opening line of Bob
Dylan's "It Ain't Me Babe."

In I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles, the first full-length biography of Niles, Ron Pen
offers a rich portrait of the musician's character and career. Using Niles's own accounts from his journals,
notebooks, and unpublished autobiography, Pen tracks his rise from farm boy to songwriter and folk
collector extraordinaire. Niles was especially interested in documenting the voices of his fellow World War I
soldiers, the people of Appalachia, and the spirituals of African Americans. In the 1920s he collaborated with
noted photographer Doris Ulmann during trips to Appalachia, where he transcribed, adapted, and arranged
traditional songs and ballads such as "Pretty Polly" and "Black Is the Color of My True Love's Hair."

Niles's preservation and presentation of American folk songs earned him the title of "Dean of American
Balladeers," and his theatrical use of the dulcimer is credited with contributing to the popularity of that
instrument today. Niles's dedication to the folk music tradition lives on in generations of folk revival artists
such as Jean Ritchie, Joan Baez, and Oscar Brand. I Wonder as I Wander explores the origins and influences
of the American folk music resurgence of the 1950s and 1960s, and finally tells the story of a man at the
forefront of that movement.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

The book I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book I Wonder as I
Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything
if you like available and read a guide I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles. Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
book?

Alberto Benson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles can be
excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Lynda Alford:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
also you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in
relation to something by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are
these claims I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles.

Daryl Pena:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles when you desired it?
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