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On the 150th anniversary of the death of the English historian and politician Thomas Babington Macaulay,
Robert Sullivan offers a portrait of a Victorian life that probes the cost of power, the practice of empire, and
the impact of ideas.

His Macaulay is a Janus-faced master of the universe: a prominent spokesman for abolishing slavery in the
British Empire who cared little for the cause, a forceful advocate for reforming Whig politics but a
Machiavellian realist, a soaring parliamentary orator who avoided debate, a self-declared Christian, yet a
skeptic and a secularizer of English history and culture, and a stern public moralist who was in love with his
two youngest sisters.

Perhaps best known in the West for his classic History of England, Macaulay left his most permanent mark
on South Asia, where his penal code remains the law. His father ensured that ancient Greek and Latin
literature shaped Macaulay’s mind, but he crippled his heir emotionally. Self-defense taught Macaulay that
power, calculation, and duplicity rule politics and human relations. In Macaulay’s writings, Sullivan unearths
a sinister vision of progress that prophesied twentieth-century genocide. That the reverent portrait fashioned
by Macaulay’s distinguished extended family eclipsed his insistent rhetoric about race, subjugation, and
civilizing slaughter testifies to the grip of moral obliviousness.

Devoting his huge talents to gaining power?above all for England and its empire?made Macaulay’s life a
tragedy. Sullivan offers an unsurpassed study of an afflicted genius and a thoughtful meditation on the
modern ethics of power.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Ramsey:

The book Macaulay: The Tragedy of Power can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Macaulay: The Tragedy of Power? A number of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Macaulay: The Tragedy of Power has simple
shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Nyla Gomez:

The event that you get from Macaulay: The Tragedy of Power will be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to know but Macaulay: The Tragedy of Power giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having that Macaulay: The Tragedy of Power instantly.

Elliott Townsend:

The e-book untitled Macaulay: The Tragedy of Power is the book that recommended to you to read. You can
see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Macaulay: The Tragedy of Power from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Charles Smith:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Macaulay: The Tragedy of Power was vibrant and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Macaulay: The Tragedy of Power has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in
which.
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