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"Within the short period of a year she was a bride, a beloved wife and companion, a mother, a corpse,"
reported The National Intelligencer on the death of Elizabeth Buchanan in 1838.

Such obituaries fascinate us. Few of us realize that, when examined historically, they can reveal not only
information about the departed but also much about American culture and about who and what we value.
They also offer hints about the way Americans view death.

This book also will fascinate, for it surveys more than 8,000 newspaper obituaries from 1818 to 1930 to
show what they reveal about our culture. It shows how, in memorializing individual citizens, obituaries make
a public expression of our values. Far from being staid or morbid, these death notices offer a lively look at a
changing America. Indeed, obits are little windows through which to view America's cultural history.

In the nineteenth century, they spoke of a person's character, in the twentieth of a person's work and wealth.
In the days when women were valued mainly in their relationships with men, their obituaries were about the
men in their lives. Then, as now, important friendships make a difference, for sometimes a death has been
deemed newsworthy only because of whom the deceased knew.

In 1838 when a 50-year-old Virginian named William P. Custis died "after a long and wasting illness,"
readers of The Daily National Intelligencer learned about his generous hospitality, his sterling business
principles, and his kindness as a neighbor and husband. Custis's obituary not only recorded the fact of his
death but also celebrated his virtues.

The newspaper obituary has a commemorative role. It distills the essence of a citizen's life, and it reflects
what society values and wants to remember about the deceased. Throughout our history, these published
accounts have revealed changing values. They provide a link between public remembrances of individuals
and the collective memory of a great American past. In obits of yesteryear men were brave, gallant, vigilant,
bold, honest, and dutiful. Women were patient, resigned, obedient, affectionate, amiable, pious, gentle,
virtuous, tender, and useful.

Mining newspapers of New York City, New Orleans, Baltimore, Chicago, and San Francisco, along with two
early national papers, Niles' Weekly Register and The National Intelligencer, Janice Hume has produced a
portrait of America, an entertaining history, and a revealing look at the things Americans have valued.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pippin:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Obituaries in American Culture as the daily resource
information.

Beverly Harrison:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to your account is Obituaries in American Culture this e-book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up.
The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Catherine Acevedo:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Obituaries in American Culture can give you a lot of
friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Obituaries in American Culture.

Jerry Blair:

You can obtain this Obituaries in American Culture by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern
era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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