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Swedish filmmaker Roy Andersson's celebrated and enigmatic film Songs from the Second Floor, his first
feature film in twenty-five years, won the Special Jury Prize at the Cannes Film Festival in 2000. The
"songs" of the film's title refer to Andersson's artistic ruminations on the state of mankind from his office on
the second floor of Studio 24 in Stockholm. The film presents a series of forty-six tableaux?long, deep-focus
shots with a still camera, mostly in studio settings, using older visual tricks such as trompe l'oeil. The
tableaux showcase seemingly trivial tragicomic situations designed to provoke thoughts about existential
guilt, broken relationships, and the failure of social institutions to treat people as human beings.

Lindqvist draws from interviews with Andersson and his team that provide a behind-the-scenes look at how
the film was made and investigates its philosophical and artistic influences, providing a nuanced reading of a
film that has both befuddled and entranced its viewers. This first book-length study in English of
Andersson's work considers his aesthetic agenda and the unique methods that have become hallmarks of his
filmmaking, as well as his firm belief in film's revolutionary function as social critique.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Longoria:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Roy Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor":
Contemplating the Art of Existence (Nordic Film Classics) ended up being making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
publication Roy Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor": Contemplating the Art of Existence (Nordic
Film Classics) is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the
book Roy Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor": Contemplating the Art of Existence (Nordic Film
Classics). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Samuel Lashley:

Typically the book Roy Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor": Contemplating the Art of Existence
(Nordic Film Classics) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Bryan Lewis:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is Roy Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor": Contemplating the Art of Existence
(Nordic Film Classics).

Karina McDermott:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Roy Andersson's "Songs from the Second Floor": Contemplating the Art of Existence (Nordic Film
Classics) when you required it?
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