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Be as in love with your jeans, sweatpants, or flannels as you want, it’s hard to refute the sumptuous feel of a
finely tailored suit—as well as the statement of power that comes with it. For over a century the suit has
dominated wardrobes, its simple form making it the go-to attire for boardrooms, churches, or cocktail
bars—anywhere one wants to make an impression. But this ubiquity has allowed us to take the suit’s history
for granted, and its complex construction, symbolic power, and many shifting meanings have been lost to all
but the most devout sartorialists.
           
In The Suit, Christopher Breward unstitches the story of our most familiar garment. He shows how its
emergence at the end of the seventeenth century reflects important political rivalries and the rise of modern
democratic society. He follows the development of technologies in the textile industry and shows how they
converge on the suit as an ideal template of modern fashion, which he follows across the globe—to South
and East Asia especially—where the suit became an icon of Western civilization. The quintessential emblem
of conformity and the status quo, the suit ironically became, as Breward unveils, the perfect vehicle for
artists, musicians, and social revolutionaries to symbolically undermine hegemonic culture, twisting and
tearing the suit into political statements. Looking at the suit’s adoption by women, Breward goes on to
discuss the ways it signals and engages gender. He closes by looking at the suit’s apparent decline—woe the
tyranny of business casual!—and questioning its survival in the twenty-first century.
           
Beautifully illustrated and written with the authority a Zegna or Armani itself commands, The Suit offers
new perspectives on this familiar—yet special—garment.  
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From reader reviews:

Carl Yeates:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Suit: Form, Function
and Style. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Renee Wood:

The guide untitled The Suit: Form, Function and Style is the publication that recommended to you to read.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that article author
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research
when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of The Suit: Form, Function and Style from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Dexter Forsyth:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Suit: Form, Function and Style why because the
excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Barbera Champ:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be go through. The Suit: Form, Function and Style can be your answer because it can
be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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