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About Candide by Voltaire

Candide, ou l'Optimisme (/?kæn?di?d/; French: [k??did]) is a French satire first published in 1759 by
Voltaire, a philosopher of the Age of Enlightenment. The novella has been widely translated, with English
versions titled Candide: or, All for the Best (1759); Candide: or, The Optimist (1762); and Candide: or,
Optimism (1947). It begins with a young man, Candide, who is living a sheltered life in an Edenic paradise
and being indoctrinated with Leibnizian optimism (or simply "optimism") by his mentor, Professor Pangloss.
The work describes the abrupt cessation of this lifestyle, followed by Candide's slow, painful disillusionment
as he witnesses and experiences great hardships in the world. Voltaire concludes with Candide, if not
rejecting optimism outright, advocating a deeply practical precept, "we must cultivate our garden", in lieu of
the Leibnizian mantra of Pangloss, "all is for the best" in the "best of all possible worlds". Candide is
characterised by its sarcastic tone as well as by its erratic, fantastical and fast-moving plot. A picaresque
novel with a story similar to that of a more serious Bildungsroman, it parodies many adventure and romance
clichés, the struggles of which are caricatured in a tone that is mordantly matter-of-fact. Still, the events
discussed are often based on historical happenings, such as the Seven Years' War and the 1755 Lisbon
earthquake. As philosophers of Voltaire's day contended with the problem of evil, so too does Candide in
this short novel, albeit more directly and humorously. Voltaire ridicules religion, theologians, governments,
armies, philosophies, and philosophers through allegory; most conspicuously, he assaults Leibniz and his
optimism.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Winn:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the
book you have read will be Candide: The Original Classics - Illustrated.

Della McDonald:

This Candide: The Original Classics - Illustrated is great reserve for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Candide: The Original Classics - Illustrated in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is
not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but
this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?

James Melendez:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Candide: The Original Classics -
Illustrated is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Mary Gonzalez:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Candide: The Original Classics - Illustrated
to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book
and examine it. Beside that the reserve Candide: The Original Classics - Illustrated can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this
time.
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