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A deadpan celebration of the unique commercial aesthetic that flourished under the crumbling
totalitarian Communist regimes of twentieth-century Europe

Window-Shopping through the Iron Curtain presents a selection of more than 100 images of shop windows
shot by David Hlynsky during four trips taken between 1986 and 1990 to Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, East Germany, and Moscow. Using a Hasselblad camera, Hlynsky captured the slow,
routine moments of daily life on the streets and in the shop windows of crumbling Communist countries.

The resulting images could be still-lifes representing the intersection of a Communist ideology and a
consumerist, Capitalist tool?the shop window?with the consumer stuck in the middle. Devoid of overt
branding or calculated seduction, the shop windows were typically adorned with traditional yet incongruous
symbols of cheer: homey lace curtains, paper flowers, painted butterflies, and pictures of happy children.
Some windows were humble in their simple offerings of loaves and tinned fishes; others were zanily artistic,
as in the modular display of military shirts in a Moscow storefront; and some illustrated intense professional
pride, such as a sign in a Prague beauty salon depicting a pedicurist smiling fiendishly over an imperfect
sole.

The photographs are accompanied by essays by art historian Martha Langford and cultural studies specialist
Jody Berland, as well as Hlynsky’s own account of his time as a flâneur in the shopping plazas of the
collapsing Soviet empire?“a vast ad-hoc museum of a failing utopia” that in 1989 began to close forever. 176
photographs, 174 in color
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From reader reviews:

Damon Smith:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Window-Shopping through the Iron Curtain book is readable by you who hate
the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with Window-
Shopping through the Iron Curtain content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you even now
thinking Window-Shopping through the Iron Curtain is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Carol Reck:

The experience that you get from Window-Shopping through the Iron Curtain may be the more deep you
looking the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but Window-Shopping through the Iron Curtain giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having that Window-Shopping through the Iron Curtain instantly.

Carl Johnson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Window-Shopping through the Iron Curtain offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Mary Adamczyk:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of
book Window-Shopping through the Iron Curtain. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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