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In Relating to God: Clinical Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism, Dan Merkur conceptualizes religious
discourse within psychoanalysis. He proposes that God be treated as a transferential figure whose analysis
leads to areduction of the parental content that is projected onto God. Merkur notes that religious conversion
experiences regularly involve theological intuitions that are either rational or, owing to morbid
complications, have undergone displacement into irrational symbolism. Analysis renders the religiosity more
wholesome.

Traditionally, psychoanalytic thought has been dismissive of religion. Freud is on record, however, as having
called psychoanalysis a neutral procedure. He argued that religion, with its dependency on a providential
God who punishes disobedience, imagines spirituality on the model of human parents and fails to approach
spirituality in an appropriately scientific manner. He wrote little of spiritual phenomena, but mentioned both
the rationality of the universe and the parapsychological occurrence of thought transference.

Occasionaly, later psychoanalysts used different language in order to contrast wholesome and morbid forms
of religion. Erich Fromm distinguished authoritarian and humanistic religions, while D. W. Winnicott
condemned fetishistic behavior while approving of playful illusions that require “belief-in.” These
formulations constructed a middle position for clinicians, neither categorically opposed to religion as
classical psychoanalysis was, nor do they embrace cultura relativity as “ spiritually oriented”
psychotherapists are currently advocating.

What sorts of spiritual practices does psychoanalysis find unobjectionable? As examples of humanistic
religion, Fromm named Zen Buddhism, Buddhist mindful ness meditation, and the via negativa or “way of
negating” that some Christian and Jewish mystics have followed. Because the Bible-based approaches are
little known, Merkur discusses their histories, procedures, and psychoanalytic understanding.
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From reader reviews:
William Fugate:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take ago
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Relating to
God: Clinical Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism (New Imago)? Maybe it isfor being best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Patricia Stewart:

Here thing why this particular Relating to God: Clinical Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism (New
Imago) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content of computer which isthe content is as delicious as food or not. Relating to God:
Clinical Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism (New Imago) giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Relating to God: Clinical
Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism (New Imago). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. When
you are having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of Relating to God: Clinical
Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism (New Imago) in e-book can be your alternative.

Margaretta L ee:

The knowledge that you get from Relating to God: Clinical Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism (New
Imago) will be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Relating to God:
Clinical Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism (New Imago) giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having that Relating to God: Clinical Psychoanalysis, Spirituality,
and Theism (New Imago) instantly.

Thomas Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except



your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Relating to
God: Clinical Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism (New Imago).
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