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After the Cold War, Africa earned the dubious distinction of being the world's most bloody continent. But
how can we explain this proliferation of armed conflicts? What caused them and what were their main
characteristics? And what did the world's governments do to stop them?

In this fully revised and updated second edition of his popular text, Paul Williams offers an in-depth and
wide-ranging assessment of more than six hundred armed conflicts which took place in Africa from 1990 to
the present day - from the continental catastrophe in the Great Lakes region to the sprawling conflicts across
the Sahel and the web of wars in the Horn of Africa. Taking a broad comparative approach to examine the
political contexts in which these wars occurred, he explores the major patterns of organized violence, the key
ingredients that provoked them and the major international responses undertaken to deliver lasting peace.

Part I, Contexts provides an overview of the most important attempts to measure the number, scale and
location of Africa's armed conflicts and provides a conceptual and political sketch of the terrain of struggle
upon which these wars were waged.

Part II, Ingredients analyses the role of five widely debated features of Africa's wars: the dynamics of
neopatrimonial systems of governance; the construction and manipulation of ethnic identities; questions of
sovereignty and self-determination; as well as the impact of natural resources and religion.

Part III, Responses, discusses four major international reactions to Africa's wars: attempts to build a new
institutional architecture to help promote peace and security on the continent; this architecture's two main
policy instruments, peacemaking initiatives and peace operations; and efforts to develop the continent.

War and Conflict in Africa will be essential reading for all students of international peace and security
studies as well as Africa's international relations.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Gamez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called
War and Conflict in Africa? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have other opinion?

Michelle Carlson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this War
and Conflict in Africa.

Robert Caldwell:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The War and
Conflict in Africa provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Jacqueline Kellett:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This particular War and Conflict in Africa can give you a lot of pals
because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have War and Conflict in Africa.
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