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During the turbulent decades of the 1970s and 1980s, Papua New Guinea gained political independence from
a colonial hold that had lasted almost a century. It was an exciting time for a diverse group of pioneering
musicians who formed a band they named "Sanguma." These Melanesian artists heard an imagined future
and performed it during a socially and politically critical time for the region. They were united under one
goal: to create a sound that represented the birth of a new, sovereign, and distinctly Melanesian nation; and
to express their values, identities, and cosmology through their music and performance. Sanguma's
experimental music sounded the complex expectations and pressures of their modern nation and helped to
steer its postcolonial journey through music.

In Hearing the Future, Australian ethnomusicologist Denis Crowdy documents and analyzes the music and
activities of the Sanguma band, arguing that their music was a vital form of cultural expression in sync with
sociopolitical change then taking place in PNG. Drawing from rock, jazz, and nascent "world music"
influences, Sanguma reached audiences far from their home nation, introducing the world to modern music,
Melanesia-style, with its fusion of old and new, local and global. Performances ranged from ensembles of
Melanesian log drums (garamuts) to extended songs and improvisations involving electric guitars,
synthesizers, saxophone, trumpet, bamboo percussion, panpipes, and kuakumba flutes. The band sang in a
variety of local vernacular languages, as well as in Tok Pisin and English. To further emphasize their
ancestral style, the musicians wore decorative headdresses and body decoration from all around the nation,
along with distinctive pants featuring indigenous designs.

As the optimism of the early years of the nation faded due to harsh economic and social realities, and as an
increasingly commercial popular music scene came to dominate public music culture, tensions between a
once heard future and the sounding present emerged. Continuing a theoretical trajectory in ethnomusicology,
Crowdy explores the role of music in imagining, constructing, and representing national and regional
identity. The analysis reveals inherent tensions between distinctly Melanesian ideals and the complexities in
navigating the realities of local neoliberal capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Thomas:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Hearing the Future: The Music and Magic of the Sanguma Band
(Music and Performing Arts of Asia and the Pacific).

William Butcher:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Hearing the Future: The Music
and Magic of the Sanguma Band (Music and Performing Arts of Asia and the Pacific) will make you to
become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think
that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Lisa Vazquez:

The publication untitled Hearing the Future: The Music and Magic of the Sanguma Band (Music and
Performing Arts of Asia and the Pacific) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Hearing
the Future: The Music and Magic of the Sanguma Band (Music and Performing Arts of Asia and the Pacific)
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Andrew Purdie:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Hearing the Future: The Music and Magic of
the Sanguma Band (Music and Performing Arts of Asia and the Pacific) that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Hearing the
Future: The Music and Magic of the Sanguma Band (Music and Performing Arts of Asia and the Pacific)



become your own personal starter.
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